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(they   may   not all  be equally preposterous,  and it is

instructive to run through these half-dozen rival and

mutually incompatible versions of a common c Chosen

^People ' myth in an ascending order of their defiance of

common sense.  ^

For the Chinese, their compartment of the surface of
the Earth was e All that is under Heaven *, and the
territory under the Imperial Government's immediate
rule was c the Middle Kingdom ', This point of view is
expressed with a serene assurance in the celebrated reply
of the great Emperor Ch'ien Lung (imperabat A.D. 1735-95)
to a letter from King George the Third of Great Britain
proposing that the two potentates should enter into
diplomatic and commercial relations with each other.

As to your entreat}M:o send one of your nationals to
be accredited to my Celestial Court and to be in
control of your country's trade with China, this
request is contrary to all usage of my dynasty and
cannot possibly be entertained. * . Our ceremonies
and code of laws differ so completely from your own
that, even if your envoy were able to acquire the rudi-
ments of our civilization, you could not possibly
transplant our manners and customs to your alien
soil. . . Swaying the wide world, I have but one
aim in view, namely to maintain a perfect governance
and to fulfil the duties of the State. . . I set no
value on objects strange or ingenious, and have no
use for your country's manufactures.1

If the barbarian envoy Lord Macartney had divulged
the awkward fact that his royal master periodically went
out of his mind, the Emperor would not have been

1 For the full text see Whyte, Sir F.: China and Foreign Powers, Oxford
^University Press, London, 1927, Appendix.